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Tom Newman
Holcim (US) Inc.
1405 Parkwood Drive
Fort Collins, Colorado 80525

Subject: Submittal of Final Copy of Notice of Intention to Commence Large Minins
Operations. Holcim (US) Inc.. Skull Valley Diatomaceous Earth Ouarr.v.
M/045/060" Tooele County. Utah

Dear Mr. Newman:

The Division of Oil, Gas and Mining tries to maintain a complete, fully
compiled mine plan for each large mine. The Division has completed its review of
Holcim's plan for the Skull Valley Diatomaceous Earth Quarry. The first submiual
contained deficiencies to which Holcim responded on February 18, 2005. This
deficiency response did not completely replace the original submittal; rather, it was a
redline/strikeout copy only responding to the deficiencies.

The Division needs a complete, clean copy of the mine plan. The submittal
dated December 7,2005, only contains information from the February 18, 2005,
response which was incomplete. The redline and strikeout have been removed from
the text, but this plan does not contain the information from the original submittal
which was received by the Division August 24,2004.

In addition, the soils and vegetation report received by the Division October
11,2005, needs to be included as part of the mine plan, and the plan needs to be
modified based on the information contained in this report. The report shows there
are no salt problems in the top eight inches of soil but indicates there are probably
increasing salt concentrations with depth. Therefore, the practice Holcim has
followed to salvage and eventually replace the top three feet of soil may have
resulted in increased salt concentrations near the surface. This, in turn, may have
contributed to the lack of establishment of perennial species. The plan should be
modified and needs to include a commitment to only salvage and replace the upper
eight inches of soil.

Please verify that the quantities of material scheduled to be handled during
reclamation are correct. If these figures are correct, the Division will calculate the
surety using 2005 costs. The equipment costs will be reviewed utilizing the
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Dataquest Rental Rate Blue Book-2005. In addition a cost for a 5 year surety
escalation, reclamation supervision, and contingency will be added.

Sincerely,

ov Susan M. White
Mining Program Coordinator
Minerals Regulatory Program
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